Frequently Missed Fractures in Pediatric Trauma: A Pictorial Review of Plain Film Radiography.
Missed fractures are common in pediatric trauma patients. Pediatric bone differs from adult bone in its composition and response to injury, leading to fracture patterns that may be subtle, radiographically unfamiliar, and challenging to distinguish from normal variation. Familiarity with the unique fracture types of the pediatric skeleton and site-specific injury patterns is critical, because prompt diagnosis can significantly alter clinical management and outcome. This article examines the unique features of pediatric bone contributing to missed fractures, the incidence of missed fractures, common injury types of the pediatric skeleton, and frequently missed site-specific fracture patterns, highlighting problem-solving techniques for challenging cases.